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* “Groundhog Day”
Senior Luncheon is
Feb. 2.

* The youth raised
$306 at their “Africa
Night” fundraiser for
World Vision., desig-
nated for the Horn of
Africa.
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BLUFFTON, Ohio—
Bluffton University’s
Camerata Singers will
perform in concert at

West Swamp on Tues-
day, Mar. 6 at 7:30 pm.

Their appearance at
West Swamp is part of
the select 22-member
choral group’s spring-
break tour in Ohio and
Pennsylvania. Its mem-
bers represent a variety
of academic disciplines
across campus. The
conductor, Dr. Mark J.
Suderman, is a profes-
sor of music and direc-
tor of choral activities
at Bluffton.

"Precious Lord, Take
My Hand” is the con-
cert theme. “The gospel
song represented in the
theme speaks of God’s
care for us, especially
in difficult circum-
stances,” Suderman ex-
plains. “This year at
Bluffton we are looking
at ways, across campus,
of how we can promote
wellness for self and
community. Our spiri-
tual health and welfare
must be part of this dis-

cussion.”

The choral selections in
the program come from
a variety of textual and
musical sources, includ-
ing major works, spiri-
tuals, gospel music,
hymn tunes and pieces
from various historical
periods.

Bluffton University is a
residential, liberal arts
campus with more than
40 undergraduate pro-
grams, two adult de-
gree-completion pro-
grams and master’s de-
gree programs in four
subjects. Founded in
1899 in northwest
Ohio, Bluffton is part of
the education mission
of Mennonite Church
USA. Its 100-year leg-
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acy 1s expressed today
through the enduring
values of discovery,
community, respect and
service that are woven
into the academic pro-
gram and campus life.
Bluffton students go
into the world prepared
for life as well as for
their chosen vocation.

Designated as an “All-
Steinway School” and
accredited by the Na-
tional Association of
Schools of Music, Bluff-
ton enjoys a strong
reputation in its music-
making and its educa-
tion of future musi-
cians.

For more on their
visit with us, turn to

page 3.
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“Love each other with
genuine affection,
and take delight in honoring
each other.”
~Romans 12:10 (NLT)

About this time of year, I go
shopping for Valentines. Valen-
tine's Day is an annual com-
memoration held on February 14
celebrating love and affection
between intimate companions.

Named after one of several
Christian martyrs named Saint

Valentine, the holiday was estab-

lished by Pope Gelasius I in 496
AD. In 1969, during Vatican II,
Valentine’s Day was removed
from the Roman calendar due to
insufficient information about
the “real” Saint Valentine. But
the holiday continues to be cele-
brated by many Christians who
enjoy a day of delight focused on
human love.

Before my life got filled with
work, a marriage and a house, I
used to make my Valentines all
from scratch. But these days, I
buy a pack of Valentines for ex-
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On Feb. 1 our denomination
turns 10 years old. We invite you
to join us in celebrating this
milestone and giving thanks for
the countless amazing ways that
God’s Spirit has been at work
among us in this last decade—in
our lives and relationships, in
our congregations and communi-

tended family members and use
the occasion to write a letter up-
dating them on our lives. I then
take extra time finding special
cards for Ken and my mother.

This year, Ken’s Valentine has a
line in it that caught my atten-
tion. It’s a line that feels particu-
larly relevant for our church
family as well. It reads:

“Im so thankful we have
each other....to lean on, to
live with, to love.”

The line reminds me of our Mis-
sion Statement that hangs in the
church foyer: “Reflecting God in
our living, loving, and serving.”
It speaks to a level of closeness,
yes of unity, honor, and love that
helps us pull together to reflect
God in our life and ministry. Our
guiding text for the Mission
Statement, 1 Pet. 4:8-11, begins
with another verse about love:
“Above all, love each other
deeply, because love covers a
multitude of sins.”

The Bible has a lot to say about
our love of God and our love of
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ties, in our agencies and organi-
zations. May God bless each of
our congregations and
strengthen us all in our efforts
to live out our denominational
vision:

God calls us to be followers of
Jesus Christ and, by the power
of the Holy Spirit, to grow as
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each other. The word itself is
mentioned more than 550 times.
This tells me we need to say and
practice love a lot more often
than once a year on Valentine’s
Day. I'm giving my Valentine to
Ken this year with a promise to
practice my love every day.

May our life together be
filled with expressions of
love: for God, for our fami-
lies, and for each other as we
seek to be a reflection of God
in our living, loving, and
serving.”

~ Pastor Kathy

communities of grace, joy and
peace, so that God’s healing and
hope flow through us to the
world.

—Mennonite Church USA na-
tional staff
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This year—
from Feb. 26
to Apr. 8—our
Lent to Easter
season will
carry through
the theme of
"Where Do I
Sign?"

In our rela-
tionship with
God and as the people of God, we
have opportunities again and
again to sign in, sign on, and
sign up.

)

Pastor Kathy invites you to get
deeper into the Biblical texts
during Lent. Join her on four
Thursdays in March for the
Lenten Bible Study Series,
exploring each Sunday’s lection-
ary texts. Be sure not to miss the
series introduction on Mar. 1. On
Mar. 15, 22 and 29 personal re-
flections on the text from various
persons will enhance the discus-

On Mar. 6 the Bluffton Univer-
sity Camerata Singers will per-
form at West Swamp—and they
need a place to sleep! (And
breakfast.)

The Worship Commission is
looking for housing hosts for 26
people: 22 students (11 women,
11 men); Dr. Mark Suderman,
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Do we understand the implica-
tions of "signing in" with Him,
and what our role is in maintain-
ing and growing that relation-
ship? Are we hearing God's voice
and invitation to journey with
Him? How can we encourage
worshippers to "sign on" as they
consider taking steps to be His
disciples?

We will be looking at some Old
Testament lessons which tell us
about God's covenant with Noah,
Moses, Abraham and Sarah—
people who did "sign up" with

sion. Each session starts at 7
pm.

Begin the Lenten season on Feb.
22 with a simple Ash Wednes-
day Service of confession, song
and scripture. It will be held at
7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

(Note: A brief women’s choir
practice will precede the service.)

the choir’s conductor, and his
wife Elaine; accompanist Allison
Ringold; and university repre-
sentative, Chris Moser.

If you can house someone, please
contact the church office by Feb.
20 with the following informa-
tion: how many you can take and
if you have pets.
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God. Gospel readings focus at-
tention on the life of Jesus as
God's obedient son. We begin
with his baptism followed by his
forty days of testing in the wil-
derness as he sorts out what this
"signing on" means.

Interesting children's stories and
dramas will be something to look
forward to hearing and seeing as
the weeks move on.

~ Louise Butcher
Worship Commission

Fellowship Meal with Bluff-
ton Alumni: Before the concert
on Mar. 6, everyone—especially
area alumni—are invited to a
fellowship meal at 6:30 pm. The
Worship Commission will pro-
vide barbecue sandwiches, bev-
erages and tableware. Attenders
are asked to bring a side dish
and/or dessert.
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With the encouragement of Mark
Kemmerer, we decided to begin a
men's group, meeting on the
third Saturday of the month. We
meet for an hour and after enjoy-
ing donuts, or even health
snacks, we spend a time of shar-
ing and Bible Study. We have a
faithful group of approximately
nine men each time we meet.

There is something special about
a group of men getting together
for breakfast, whether at Spor's,
Yum Yum or any other eatery.
There is an extra dimension of
goodness when we can make the
effort to get up on a Saturday
morning for breakfast and spiri-
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The 2012 Why Knot! Week is set
for Mar. 19-23. Running 9 am to
9 pm each day, this strong com-
munity event is looked forward
to by many. (We've already had
outside inquiries about the date!)

If you’ve never taken part before,
here’s what to expect: five or six
comforter frames are set up
around the fellowship hall.
Against the wall is a table full of
needles, thread and scissors. Un-
der the table are boxes of filler
material. Throughout the week
people of all ages tie knots to-
gether, finishing one comforter
after another. Besides fellowship
around the frames, they enjoy
good conversation around the
dinner table as well (lunch, sup-
per & snacks are provided).

An event like this takes a lot of

(

tual renewal.

For the next several months, we
will continue our study of the
Lord's Prayer. In December
2011, we looked at the first
words: “Our Father.” What does
it mean to refer to God as Fa-
ther? And who is the “Our?”

For January 2012, we addressed
the phrase: “Hallowed by thy
name.” While we can not compre-
hend God, God's character is re-
vealed through the names of God
in the Old Testament, and is
best revealed through the life of
Jesus. We honor God's name by
reflecting the life and teaching of
Jesus, and bring dishonor to
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teamwork. Consider how you can
participate:

Before Why Knot! Week:
« Cut patches.*

« Sew patches together for tops.* *

» Help advertise.

« Donate filler—sheets, thin
blankets, large remnants (or
visit a fabric store to ask for
donations).

» Coordinate meals.

» Solicit area restaurants and
grocery stores for food dona-
tions.t

During Why Knot! Week:

« Set up after church on Mar.
18/ clean up Friday evening.

o Volunteer to work in the
kitchen.
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God's name through behavior
that is not consistent with the
Way of Jesus. If you are curious,
ask Ben Rush how he came to
possess a dollar bill at the last
Men's Group, and what that had
to do with the topic of discussion.

In February, the next phrase,
“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven”
will be our focus.

So, on the third Saturday of each
month (with the exception of our
next meeting, Feb. 25), “Rise Up
O Men of God” and join us in the
basement of the church from 8-9
am.

« Sign up to provide a meal, or
donate snacks.

« Invite your friends and
neighbors.

Come and knot! Experienced
teachers available. Beginners
are very welcome.

« New this year—Bring a
portable sewing machine and
bind comforters as they get
finished.

Whether you can come for an
hour, a day or every day, be a
part of this ever growing event.

*See Joyce Rosenberger if you
would like to help in this area.

tContact the church office if you
would like a donation letter on
church letterhead.
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The 2011 youth auction was
amazingly successful—mainly
due to baseball, beef and won-
derful bidders. And don’t forget
the cinnamon buns! Who knows
what great items will be avail-
able this year? We don’t—yet.

So we're asking for donations
now for the 2012 youth auction.
What are good auction items?

« Handcrafted items
» Event tickets (especially base-

ball)

/ 2"

Here’s what’s coming up, guys:

Feb. 12, 1-3 pm

Volleyball at Men-O-Lan. Bring
a lunch and a change of clothes
to church and go together in the
van, or meet us there at one.
(Deep Run Youth invited too.)

Feb. 19, 6-8 pm

Volleyball at Deep Run East--by
invitation of Deep Run West.
Meet at church to leave at 5:30
pm and return by 8:30.

Mar. 2, 7-9 pm (Friday)
Volleyball at Deep Run East--by
invitation of Deep Run West.
Our last chance to practice be-
fore the tournament.

Mar. 4, 1 pm-?

YPU Volleyball Tournament at
Men-O-Lan. We need at least 8
players, preferably 9 or 10.

Mar. 10, 5:30 pm
Youth Auction. Start working on
what your contributions to the

$3 3W043 ,

« New or slightly used appli-
ances

« Gift baskets

» Baked goods

« Dinners

+ Certificates for services

We (the youth group) will be do-
nating items too—we’ll try to be
very creative with our services,
handmade masterpieces and
whatever else we can think of.

Oh, and when is this all happen-
ing? Saturday, Mar. 10. Food

auction will be. We'd like each
youth to donate at least one cer-
tificate of service and one home-
made item. We also want as
much participation as possible
from youth at the event. (It is
seeing you all working and ex-
cited that brings out the big
bucks--that and baseball tickets!)

April 27-28
30-Hour Famine.
We hope we can
have another good
turn-out of fasters.
If you are worried
about doing a 30-
hour juice fast, talk ']
with some of last
year's partici-
pants. If you're
still worried after
that, there are
other options.

May 6
Couch Derby. We'll
schedule some
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will be served starting at 5:30
pm. The auction, led by that
great duo James & Dean Mohr,
begins at 6:30.

We hope to see you there!
~ The Youth Group

(Oh, yeah, donations can be
dropped off at the church office.
Or if you're bringing your item
the day of the auction, email
emilrush26@gmail.com and let
us know what it is. Thanks!)

work sessions for this so we can
build a racing couch that is
lighter, stronger and faster—and
maybe this year, we can design
steering that actually works!

We'll let you know more as more
plans are made. And be ready for
some exciting changes!

Wasn’t much snow at the Winter Retreat this year, but it
sure was cold! ~Picture by Rachel Mood
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2011 was a very busy year with
many completed projects, includ-
ing the new foyer sign, the relin-
ing of the parking lot and the re-
conditioning of the pulpit.

The sound system committee has
been working with Spinnaker, a
design firm, to update the sound
system. This project will be mov-
ing forward in 2012.

After a long 6 months the par-
sonage lot line adjustment has
been completed and the parson-
age has been listed for sale.

The bathroom renovations will
begin shortly. “A temporary in-

*5 0 "

The choir has started practices
for their participation in this
year’s Clash of the Church
Choirs on Apr. 22. If you would
like to join them for this event,
see Louise Butcher or Lynne
Rush for a schedule of Clash
practices.

Clash of the Church Choirs is our

Give up complaining—
focus on gratitude.

Give up harsh judgments—
think kind thoughts.

Give up worry—
trust God to provide.

Give up discouragement—
be full of hope.

West Swamp News

$

convenience for a permanent im-
provement.”

We ask that you do not use the 6 -
front doors until they are re- ) 3 7 6 )

placed. Receipts: $212,694.50

God has blessed our church with Disbursements: $202,218.44
dedicated and committed trus- 6) 0 89:$:<= -=
tees that have worked diligently
throughout the year to make the
facility a safe and pleasant place
to worship. They make many
decisions at meetings concerning
costs and contracts. Please take
time to thank them.

") 0 6 -
may be picked up in the
Treasurers Report mailbox.

Respectfully submitted,
Charlene Smoll, Treasurer

~ Sue Gwilliam
Stewardship Commission

Relay for Life team’s main fund-
raiser. Each year the amount
brought in by this wonderful
community event has increased.

Not a singer? How about a
walker? Consider joining the
West Swamp Walkers for the Up-
per Bucks Relay for Life in May.

Give up jealousy—
pray for trust.

Give up bitterness—
turn to forgiveness.
Give up gossiping—
control your tongue.

Give up hatred—

return good for evil.
Give up sin—

turn to virtue.

Give up anger—
be more patient.

Give up pettiness—
become mature.

Give up giving up—persevere.

~ Author Unknown
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vOLLOW GOD'S EXANpyp

In a letter to the church in Colossae,
the apostle Paul wrote about the importance of forgiveness.

oo DIRECTIONS @ -
To complete Colossians 3:13 (NIV), use the smaller words to fill in the larger words.

gain as or ear van an for give
gave her on it one other he an a

B_ _ _ w___ h each
ot_ _ _ __d __ _ _ gve
____e an if __ _y
of you h grie______ ce
a st some__ _ _

For as t L d

for you.” [ COLOSSIANS 3:13, uv |

AIN “€T:€ SUeISSO[0D)
,,NOA 3ABSI0J PIOT 3} Se JAISIO] "dUOIWOS Jsurede adULAILIS © sey
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Make this craft to capture the beauty
of God’s creation in springtime.

What you need:
» White glue that dries clear
* White watercolor paper
» Black fine-point perman-
ent marker Py
e Watercolors @
¢ Paint brush \l

» Water bowl %
* Paper towels ﬁ} -
What you do: :

1. With glue, draw a picture
on watercolor paper of
flowers and other things
in God’s creation we see
in spring. Keep lines fairly
big and simple, without
many small details.

2. After the glue dries, use
a fine-point permanent
marker to trace the glue
lines.

3. Paint your picture with

watercolors for a stained-
glass effect.

.l.l "
o ’,




2501 Allentown Road
Quakertown, PA 18951

Phone: 215-536-7468
FAX: 215-536-7709
E-mail: westswamp@comcast.net

Reflecting God in our

living, loving and serving

*
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1,6 pm—Chiming In Practice
2, 1 pm—Senior Luncheon
5, 12 pm—Praise Team Practice
7,7 pm—Community Com.
8, 8 pm—Women's Bible Study
9,7 pm—Stewardship Com,
12, 1 pm—Youth Volleyball
14, 6:30 pm—M.ission Com.
15,6 pm—Chiming In Practice
15—NO Adult Choir Practice
15,7 pm—Worship Com.
19, 6 pm—Youth Volleyball
21,7 pm—AMinistry Team
22,7:30 pm—Ash Wednesday Serv.
22, 8 pm—Women'’s Bible Study
25, 8 am—Men's Breakfast
28,7 pm—DISCO

- 0 -
Tuesdays, 8 am-Quilting & Knotting

Wednesdays, 6 pm—Joyful Noise Choir
Wednesdays, 7 pm—Adult Choir

%

1, 1 pm—Senior Luncheon
2,7 pm—Youth Volleyball
4, 1 pm—YPU Volleyball Tourn.
6,6:30 pm—Fellowship Meal
6,7 pm—CommuniTy Com.
6, 7:30 pm—Camerata Singers
7,6 pm—Chiming In Practice
7. 8 pm—Women's Bible Study
8,8 pm—Stewardship Com,
10, 5:30 pm—Youth Auction
13, 6:30 pm—~Mission Com.
17, 8 am—Men's Bible Study
20,7 pm—AMinistry Team
21, 6 pm—Chiming In Practice
21, 8 pm—Women'’s Bible Study
27,7 pm—DISCO

February
2/6  Nancy Propst

2/7  Kenny Leister

2/9  Ann Marie Kemmerer
2/10 Paige Mood

2/12 Susan Keller

2/13 Robert Rosenberger
2/22  Michaela Wieand
2/26 Jim Bevan

March

3/3  Jim Hamilton
3/4  John Garza
3/5  Judy Scheetz
3/7  Kathy Smith

3/9  Jason Stevenback

3/12 Alicia Loch

3/14 David R. Green
Luke Hamilton
Julia Huff

3/16 McKenzie Huff

3/17 Chris Farrell

3/19 Earl Miller

3/22 Erin Farrell
Catherine Gerhart

3/27 Bruce Bauman
Katie Keller

3/28 Amy Shaffer

3/29 Pat Bevan

3/31 Lori Farrell




